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A DISCOURSE 


DELIVERED IN THE CITY OF HUDSON, OCT. 
6, 1822, BY THE REV. DAVID PICKERING. 


St. Matthew, xxvii. 3, 4.—“ Then Judas, 
which had betrayed him, when he saw that 
he was condemned, repented himself, and 
brought again the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and elders, saying, I 
have sinned in that I have betrayed the in- 
nocent blood.” 

(Concluded from our Last.) 

Having thus considered the character of 
Judas, and the probable causes which led to 
his treachery ; we pass, as was proposed— } 

II. To notice the confession of Judas, | 
and the marks of his sincerity. A few 
words will suffice upon this department of, 
our subject, having anticipated its leading 
features in the exordium of this discourse. 
The confession of this apostle we have in 
the language of- our text; “I have sinned, 
in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.” 
To every sober, reflecting mind, this con- 








dence and folly of his past behaviour. The 
confession cf this disciple is attended with 
one of the strongest, and most unquestion- 
able evidences of sincerity, that can be 
found in the annals of all past and modern 
ages. He brought back the money to those 
from whom he had received it, in testimony 
of his master’s innocence, and frankly ac- 
knowledged his guilt. Had he retained and 
appropriated the sum, or any part thereof 
to his own use, his sincerity might in jus- 
tice be called in question: But so far was 
his conduct from the appearance of decep- 
tion, that when he returned the last farthing 
of the sum he had rece:ved, attended with 
the penitent confession, “ I have sinned, in 
that I have betrayed the innocent blood,’ 
it appears that even the blood-thirsty-Jews 


| did not in the least question the truth of his 


declaration, but replied to this repenting 
sufferer, “ What és that to us? See thou 
to that.” And I would to God that every 
repentance, or pretended repentance, was 
season ed with such prominent characteris- 































fession is strongly marked with the evi-/ tics of sincerity ; for it would doubtless con- 
dence of sincerity. It docs not appear to tribute in no small degree to the honour and 
have been extorted from him by the dread ‘ advancement of the christian cause. 
of sffering, but is manifestly the spontan-| Permit me here to inquire, what gave 
eots effusion of an honest and afflicted rise to such apparent anxiety in the mind of 
“heart. He had been a spectator of all the! Judas for the personal safety of his master? 
transactions attending the trial at Pilate’s ‘It certainly could not originate in any dis- 
bar, and had seen the insufficiency of all respect or ill will. If he had been desirous, 
the testimony borne against him, legally to _or even willing to have the Saviour deliv- 
eventuate in his condemnation. Itis but ra-! ered up to be crucified, why did he not re- 
tional to conclude, that this disciple relied | tire in silence, or feast his eyes with the in- 
upon the innocence of his master, to defend , human barbarity of the Jews? The solici- 
him against the violence of his persecutors 3 tude which he manifested upon this occa- 
and that he confidently expected that the | sion, and at this particular juncture, to exe 
boasted magnanimity, humanity, and jus-; onerate the innocent from every charge of 
tice of the Jewish court, would not sufier' impiety, is evidence in point that his love 
the pattern of innocence itself to be crushed for the Saviour was sincere. The fearless 
by the cruel hand of envy, or borne down! manner in which he attested the innocence 
by the ecclesiastical censures of an enraged , of the Redeemer before the Jewish Sanhe- 
and unfeeling priesthood. But when the fa-;drim, affords irrefragable proofs of his 
tal crisis arrived; contrary to every legal | strong and undeviating attachment to the 
decision founded upon the authority of evi-' person of Christ. Add to all these conside- 
dence; and contrary to the expectation of | rations, the express declaration of our text. 
this apostle, he beheld the great Redeemer | he repented, and the evidence of his sincer 
condemned to suffer as a malefactor, the | ity becomes irresistible. Nor is your speak 
most shameful death, it was then that he ler alone in his views of the motives whici: 
felt the poignant stings of an upbraiding | gave rise to the conduct of Judas in betray 


conscience, and deeply deplored the impru- ling bis master: For one of the most ce)>- 
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brated commentators* of which Europe can | then was Judas the subject of this lorigs: 


boast, has advanced similar opinions upon 
this subject. Having noticed the confession 
of Judas, and brought into view the pro- 
minent marks of his sincerity, I proceed, as 
was proposed— 

Ill. Fo adduce some plain and pointed 
evidences of bis salvation. From the testi- 
mony of St. Matthew, we have already 
seen, that Judas was chosen of Christ to be 
an apostle ; that the samé confidence was 
reposed in him, as in the rest of the apos- 
tles; that the power of healing the sick, 
raising the dead, cleansing lepers, and 
casting out demons, was conferred on him 
in common with all the apostles; That a 
dispensation of the gospel was committed to 
him, without the least intimations of any 
unfaithfulness in the discharge of the duties 
assigned him; and that he was called by 
Christ himself, one of the twelve apostles. 
We have also been taught by the words of 
Christ, recorded by the same Evangelist, 
that he addressed his disciples, (of whom 
Judas was one,) as having followed him in 
the regeneration; and plainly declares to 
them, saying, “* when the Son of man shall 
sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall 
sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.” Now, if this passage be 
viewed as a promise of future exaltation to 
any of the apostles, it is emphatically such 
to Judas! ‘To the same point you will find 
St. Luke xxii. 283—S0 3 where the Saviour 
addresses his disciples, (of whom Judas was 
one, and clearly pointed out as such in the 
immediate context,) saying, “ ye are they 
which have continued with me in my tempt- 
ations. And I appoint unto you a kingdom, 
as my Father hath appointed unto me: 
that ye may eat and drink with me at my 
table, in my kingdom, and sit on thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Here 
we find that they are not only promised the 
exalted privilege of sitting “on thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel ;” but 
that they shall eat and drink with Christ 
in his kingdom! If being admitted to the 
kingdom of Christ, and partaking with him 
of its immortal dainties, (and let it be re- 
membered that his kingdom was not of this 
world,) was a pledge of future salvation, 





*{[n a conversation with Rev Phineas Peck, ares 
ectable Methodist preacher of Lynden, Vi. the author 
ad occas‘on to urge the foregoing arguments relative 

to the motives of Judas in betraying the Saviour ; and 

was informea by him, that Dr. Adam Clark, the cele- 

brated Methodist Commentator, had advanced the 

same genera! views The author has since been privi- 

— wit perusing the notes of this learned Commen- 
re “4 


| promise, and must in defiance of all the 


powers of earth and hell, ultimately enio, 
the blessing. Perhaps it may be said}, 
some, that this is plain and pointed dor. 
irine—that Judas was guilty of a most fy. 
| grant and gross impropriety, in that he act. 
cd a treacherous part! We acknowledy, 
that it is plain doctrine; and having thi 
testimony of eternal truth for our support, 

“ we use great plainness of speech.” W, 

acknowledge that Judas was guilty of gros, 

impropriety and treachery—But wher: js 

the man that can seriously review his pay 

life; lay his hand upon his breast, and i; 

presence of the Searcher of all hearts, say, 
[am clear—I am guilty of no such inigni. 
ty? Like Judah of old, we are apt to ex. 
claim, “let her be burnt,” for a crime 
which himself had committed! Let suel 

objectors remember the words of the apos. 
tle: “ Thou art inexcusable, O man, whi 
soever thou art, that judgest: for wherein 
thou judgest another, thou condemnest thy- 
self; for thou that judgest, doest the same 
things.” It is at least very probable, that 
by carefully examining the calendar of om 
own actions, we should discover in some 
part of our lives, more or less conduct, 
which in point of criminality, has been 
equivalent to the sin of Judas: For “thi 
heart is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked ; who can know it?” It is 
pertinent to remark that the objection to 
which we have replied, against the final sal- 
vation of this disciple, as resting upon th 
sinfulness of his character, is zealously 
urged by those who profess to be the friend: 
of Christ, and called by his grace, out ot 
darkness, into the light ond liberty of the 
gospel, and have beheld themselves to be 
the chief of sinners. Such ought indeed to 
blush and be ashamed of their ingratitude. 
for having thus lightly esteemed the powe: 
of divine grace, by which they have been 
redeemed from the depths of equal de 

pravity. 

Again, it has been insisted, that Judas 
is called the son of perdition, and is declar- 
ed by the Saviour to be lost! We adimit the 
fact; and urge in reply, that the same di- 
vine Saviour declared that this son oi per- 
dition, (who was one of the number that 
were given to him,) was only lost that the 
scriptures might be fulfilled: That it was 
the will of God who had sent him, that ot 
all which Jehovah had given him, he should 
lose nothing, but raise it up again at the last 
day. John vi. 38, 39. The relative pro 





noun it, in the singular number, hag no 
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other antecedent to which it can reter, but 
the son of perdition; for the Saviour de- 
slares that he had /ost none other. Now, if 
all those to Whom the Father had given him 
out of the werld, he had lost none but Ju- 
das, (John xvii.) and it was the will of God, 
that that which he had lost should be raised 
again, or restored; it is easy to discover 
that unless the 2zi/l of God, and the mission 
of Christ, both fail of accomplishment, the 
salvation of Judas Iscariot is a truth unde- 
pipe. Ifthe will of God, and the mission 
of Christ are Lable to fail, there remains 
nut the least ground of rational hope for 
the salvation of an individual of Adam ’s 
race! But brethren, we have bettcr news to 
proclaun. A Saviour is raised up, of whom 
fehovah declares, * he shall fulfil all my 
will’? Acts xiii, 22, 23. Then tet the in- 
habitants of the Rock shout from the. 
heights of Mouat Zion, and the lovers of the: 
Lamb be joyful in their king ! For not en-; 
ly is the salvation of this disciple embraced | 
by the will of God, but the salvation of the 
whole world ! For it is written in lines im- 
perishable as the page of eternal faithful- 
ness, that “ God will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth.” 

Possibly it may be thought by some, that 
the saying, “ he might go to his own place,” 
militates against the salvation of Judas. But 
a small share of sober reflection must con- 
vince such, that this declaration can neither 
invalidate the promises of Christ, nor pre- 
vent the execution of the will of God. And 
we ask, what can with so much propriety be 
called the place of Judas, as that which was 
assigned to him by the enunciation of the 
great Redeemer ? “ Ye shall sit on twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Isra- 
el.’ Is it contended that another, who 
should afterzeards be chosen, was the sub- 
ject of this promise? We answer, Judas 
was named by the Saviour himself as the 
subject of this promise, and not another in 
his stead. "Todeny, therefore, the future ex- 
altation of Judas, is to charge the great Shep 
herd and Bishop of souls with falsehoow 
and deception ! 

An objection to the salvation of Judas, i> 
frequently urged with great apparent assur 
ance from what is considered his last act: 
namely, that “he went and hanged him 
self? Matt. xxvii. 9- But this is altogethe. 
a forced constructioN of the original text 
The Greek word* literally signifies, wa 
choked, sirangled, stifled, or suffocated 








and not hanged, as the translators have ar- 
bitrarily rendered this word. By the author- 
ity of some of the most celebrated Greek 
scholars who have graced the republic of 
letters in Europe, the following translation 
of this passage is given: “ And having 
thrown down the pieces of silver, in the 
temple, he withdrew, and going out, was 
choked with anguish.”* This rendering of 
the passage, at once exonerates the subject 
of our text from suicide, and wholly inval- 
idates the objection to his salvation, drawn 
from his supposed criminality. There re- 
mains one more declaration which it is im- 
portant to notice. It being the words of 








Christ, it is often resorted to as proving the 


endless misery of the apostle Judas. “ It 


had been good for that man, if he had not 
been born.” Matt. xxvi. 24, Here it is in- 
sisted by our brethren who oppose us, that 
if Judas were at any period, be 7?t ever vo 
distant, to be restored to favor, and enjoy- 
ment, his existence must prove a treasure of 
infinite importance 3 but that such a conclu- 
sion is inadmissible, inasmuch as it would 
arraign the truth of the Saviour’s testimony. 
Without noticing the numerous commen- 
taries upon this passage, we shall pass di- 
rectly to the objection, and meet it in all its 
force. Be careful to notice, Christ did not 
assert that it had been good for Judas if he 
had not received an existence: for that would 
be a reproach upon the character of God 
who had bestowed such an existence! But 
* that it had been good for that man, if he 
had not been born.” That a being may re- 
ceive existence without a natural birth, is 
evident from the sad complaint of Job, and 
of Jeremiah, in which they cvrsed the day 
of their birth, on account of the calamities 
that they experienced. But Job and Jere- 
miah, are, notwithstanding, reckoned among 
the most eminent saints of venerable anti- 
quity. No one doubts the truth of their sal- 
vation: Yet they wished they had never 
been born, but had found their graves in 
‘mbryo. Then Job iells us, he should have 
slept with Kings, and counsellors, and prin- 
es, where the smal/and the great are, and 
vhere the servant is free from his master. 
Where the wicked cease from troubling, and 
‘he weary be at rest ; and where the prisoners 
rest together, and hear not the voice of the 
oppressor. Jobiii. Jer. xx. It is there- 
fore plain from these quotations, that if the 





* See Greek and English Testaments, published at 
‘hiladelphia : the English of which is upon the basis 
fthe fourth Loudon edition of the Improved versions 
snd the translation of Cainpbell, Wakefield, Scarlett, 
Macnight, and ‘Thompson 








* Apegzato. 
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words of Christ which are resorted to as ishment to his offending children than wij 
proof of the dainnation of Judas, authorises ultimately terminate for their welfare. J'o, 
te the belief of his interminable wretchedness, we are taught by the faithful word of his ip. 
, \ the words of Job and Jeremiah, are still spiration, that he “ will not cast off forever. 





more forcible in consigning them to the same But though he cause grief, yet will he have 
fate! But no man in the exercise of his compassion according to the multitude gf 
3 senses will admit the endless wretchedness his mercies: For he doth not afflict willinn 
3 of these two eminent servants of the Lor¢— ly nor grieve the children of men.” . 
toe hence the objection here urged to thesalva-. Before I close, it is proper to observe 
: tion of Judas utterly fails: and I may here that all denominations of christians why 
add, that when any considerable calamity, have advocated the endless damnation of 
befel an individual in society, it was cus-/ Judas Iscariot, have admitted that all those 
tomay among the Jews to adopt the max-} who repent of their sins, acknowledge thei; 
im— it had been good ‘for that man if he! faults and turn from their misdoings in thi: 
bad not been burn.” life, wil! obtain salvation. Now this /eq/. 
We have therefore shown that Judashad ' ing feature of their faith must be denied 
been revenerated, ov born again by a spir-| by its advocates, otherwise they must a; 
ital berth, through which he was introduc- , knowledge the salvation of this same person! 
ed to an acqueintance with the character,’ For our text declares that he repented, and 
nission, and will of his Master, and knew at the same time contains the acknowleds:- 
the way of righteousness. It was there-. ment of his guilt in his own words! * T have 
fore unque tionably this birth to which the sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent 
EE Saviour aliuaed. And it is easy to discov- blood.” Without the fear of contradiction, 
eis er, that as this was a birth of the under- we tell the world, that stronger marks of 
ei siauding, inthe knowledge of the truth,and deep and sixcere penitence, or actions indi- 
ify = ' of the way of righteousness, it would have cating a more just sense and abhorrence oi 
been écééer for him at that time to have been ‘ past iniquity, cannot be found in the histo- 
a stranger to that birth: Fer“ that servant ry ofman! ‘The scriptures, too, are far 
$4 Which knew his lord’s will, and prepared. from being silent upon this subject: For 
not himself, shall be beaten with many God hath announced by the wise man, that 
a stripes.’ And St. Peter tells his brethren, ‘ whoso confesseth and forsaketh shall have 
bape “it had be n better for them not to have mercy.” Prov. xxviii. 13. Now where is 
shi known the way of righteo isness, than after the unfeeling wretch, whose arrogance 
they have known 7f, to turn from the holy would confront the declaration of Omnipo- 
commandment delivered unto them.” And _ tence to justify the absurdity of his creed? 
the reason is obvious to every attentive ob- Yet the hideous monster, modernly called 
server; because they would be liable to sink | orthodoxy, supported by the pride of pre- 
~, into the same or yreater depravity than‘ tended science, arraigns the testimony of 
na thet which marked their former career, and . /Icaven téself, and boldly consigns to end- 














vieldling to the influence of his passions,was 
precipitated into a gulf of wretchedness, to 
him unknown before ! 

iience we sec, that upon a fair construc- 
tion of the words of Christ, nothing preju- 
dicial to the happiness of this disciple can 
be inferred from them. We shall not arro- 
gate to ourselves the authority of prescrib- 
ing neither the decree nor the duration of 


pered by infinite wisdom and benevolence: 


3 3 subjcct themselves to greater punishment, | less wretchcdness the very same character 
i , 44 to mere poignant affiction than they had | whom Jehovah declares shall have mercy! 
ne before «xverienced! This was the moral; Let the abettors of this arrogant denial of 
Ree conditon of the unfortunate Judas: For} divine revelation, bear in remembrance, 
3 3 ae when he understood the nature of his obliga-| that he who endures such contradiction of 
} Ad tion to the Saviour, and to all men, he de-| sinners, will also in his faithfulness, punish 
4 BRE parted from the holy commandment, and | such flagrant impiety! Nor is this the on- 


ly testimony that goes to the same point, 
and places the salvation of Judas beyond a 
rational doubt: For St. John uses the fol- 
tlowing unequivocal language—* If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 1 Epistle i.9. Did not 
Judas make such confession? Noone dare 
deny the fact—then it follows incontrovert 


. 4 his punishment; but leave this as the pre-j7zbly, that God will not only forgive this dis- 
aid rogative of divine justice guided and tem-| ciple, but cleanse him from all unrighteous- 





ness, and that, too, in justice : for he hath 


Resting assured that the Supreme Ruler of | plainly declared it by the znspiration of aly. 


the universe will administer no more puns 


apostle. Let such as have the temerity te 
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per >! 


gondemn this sentiment and plead that Ju- 
das shall never be forgiven, bear in remem- 
brance that it is not ours, but the testamony 
of God who cannot lie, which they con- 
denn! And let them tremble too for the 
consequences of such impiety; for God 
hath announced in thunders trom his throne, 
that he ** wild by no means clear the guil- 
ty ~? 

Were farther proofs necessary to place 
the salvation ofthis disciple beyond dispute, 
they might easily be found in the scriptures, 
both of the o/d and new ‘Testaments, which 
abound with the promises of universal grace. 
3ut the evidences already cited are deemed 
sufficient to satisfy the minds of those who 
admit the divine authenticity of Revelation. 


I therefore submit the few thoughts and ar- 


suments I have suggested upon this subject, 
to the serious consideration of this christian 
assembly ; entreating you to carry into your 
retired moments, the reflection, that God is 
no respecter of persons ; is not slack con- 
cerning his promises, and wil] reward every 
man according to his works. May his word 
be as a lamp to our feet, and a light unto 
our path,and continue to illumine the course 
of our pilgrimage here below ; till through 
the infinite plenitude of a Saviour’s grace, 
we are brought to triumph with all the ran- 
somed in resurrection glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
TO THE ORTHODOX CLERGY. 


Rev. Sirs—I trust that the importance of 
its subject will commend the following piece 
to a candid reception and faithful consider- 
ation 3 notwithstanding the freedom with 
which it may controvert the propriety of 
that particular system of preaching and re- 
ligious instruction which you pursue. It is 
only by freedom of investigation, and plain- 
ness of specch, that we can hope to ascer- 
tain and point out Truth, the great object 
ef our studies and labors. 

I have long thought that the peculiar kind 
of exhortations and warnings which youuse, 
especially when applied as you apply them, 

ean have but very little effect to turn the 
hearers from their iniquities and render 
them truly virtuous. Will you permit me 
to lay before you my reasons for thinking 
so? 

In the first place, then, the motzves which 
you employ in those exhortations and warn- 
ings, those motives by which you operate on 
the minds of your hearers, do not seem of a 


Nature to effectreformation. ‘Those motives , 
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are, generally speaking, those which are 
produced by the terrors of the doctrine of 
endless misery. It is true, you do not al- 
ways, in those religious labors, bring that 
doctrine forward in explicit terms: yet so 
far as 1 have observed, you either allude to 
it, or else express yourselves so as_ that the 
known association of ideas in your hearer’s 





/minds will present it to their view. For in- 


stance: when you warn the transgressor on- 
ly of awful danger, you mean, and he un- 
derstands, by this danger, the danger «: e- 
ternal punishment; when you tell him that 
Christ will soon leave the mercy seat, you 
mean, and sohe understands you,thatChrist 
will soon consign him to endless torment un- 
less he shall have repented; when you 
threaten him with the wrath of God, you 
expect him to understand such a wra‘h as 
will induce the Almighiy to punish his erea- 
tures to all eternity : when you demand of 
him how he can think to escape the justice 
of God, you mean that he shall undersiand, 
by the justice of God, endless punishment 5 
and so of other terrifying expressions ofa sim- 
ilar kind. And even when you change the 
whole style of your address, and descend 
from threatening to entreaty and invitation, 
the same terror still stalks in the rear in or- 
der to give the desired effect; for the pur- 
port of your entreaty is, that the sinner 
would secure his soul from endless misery; 
and that of your invitation, that he would flee 


ito a refuge from eternal punishment. This 
is what you mean, however, indifferently or 


impefectly you express it ; sothat the style 
is changed, not the motive. The motive 
employed continues, through the whole, the 
same, the fear of endless misery. Indeed, 
so all-important do you consider this me~ 
tive, that you never admit that any good ef- 
fect is produced, by your labors,on the mind 
of the sinner, until he begins to feel distress- 
ed with this fear. 

Now, that this motive is not of a nature 
really to reform mankind will be rendered 
manifest, Ithink, by taking two or three 
things into consideration : 

1. It must of necessity exert whatever 
power of reforming does exist, rather on 
the actions of men than on the dispositions 
of their minds. The very statement itself, 
that the fear of endless punishment is the 
motive that induces a man to forsake any 
vicious course, is but a statement, in other 
words, that he does not forsake it through a 
disrelish for it ; because, were a disrelish 


for it the motive of his forsaking it, certainly", 
the fear of endless misery could not be...... ? 
Now, | appeal to you whether that mag acts - 
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from any principle of virtue, who abstains | incite those feelings, but from mere policy, 
from crime, not because he dislikes it ; and | the policy of escaping endless misery ; and 
does good,not because he esteems goodness; this is impossible to be effected, because 
but all because he fears endless punishment? | there is no sych thing in nature, as feeling 
Yet it is by making people conduct in this | for mere policy’s sake. Our feelings must 
very way, that you are endeavoring to re-| accord with the motives that excite them ; 





















form them! I will not insult you by asking 
what is the value of such reformation. The 
reformation itself is certainly not real. Sup- 
pose a case, to illustrate this subject : a cer- 
fain man determines to murder another ; 
but just as he is drawing his pistol, he re- 
collects that he stands in full view of a mul- 
titude who will witness the murder, arrest him 
on the spot, and confine him for the sen- 
tence and execution of the law. ‘The fear 
of the punishment deters him; but does it, 
or can it, render his disposition different 
from what it was before? “ No,” you will 
















Very truly. 
suppose that instead of his thinking of the 
presence of the multitude, he recollects, at 
that instant, that God observes him, and 
will, after death, consign him to hell forev- 
er, if he commits the deed ; and the fear of 
this punishment deters him, what say you of 
him now? Why,” you honestly answer, 
| ‘there is no difference of principle in the 
Ps two supposed cases; the man is asmuch a 
murderer, at heart, under the latter circum- 
stance as under the former.” We might 
pursue this mode of illustration, and, in the 
room of murder, suppose any other crime 3 
but it is unnecessary, inasmuch as you per- 
ceive the result would be the same in every 
instance, even if we should thus go through 
the whole catalogue of crimes. Can you, 
sirs, conceive that the fear of endless pun- 
ishment can rectify the evil dispositions of 
the mind? 

But perhaps you may answer, “ we con- 
fess that did we direct this fear exclusively 
against the evil actions of the hearer, it 
would indeed have no influence on the dia- 
positions whence those actions proceed ; 
but then, it must be remembered, we tel} the 
sinner it is for those very dispositions, for 
his wicked thoughts and affections, rather 
than actions, that God will torment him for- 


a ever. So that we bring the full force of 
f this fear to bear immediately against the dis- 
Wf position itself.” But here, gentlemen, you 


are endeavoring to apply this fear in a man- 
ner in which it cannot, according to the na- 
ture of things, have any effect at all, such 
as you mention. You are endeavoring to 
make people love and hate, like and dislike, 
and indeed obtain all their moral feelings, 


oe en 


answer; “ he is still, at heart, a murderer.” | 
Now vary a circumstance: | 


and if we attempt to obtain any feeling, 
(whatever it be), from motives foreign to 
that feeling, we shall find that those motives 
| will noé produce it, but that they will pro- 
| duce instead thereof their own appropriate 
‘and natural feeling. Thus, when we feel 
' the affection of love for any object, it is be- 
| cause we perceive, or think we perceive, 
something attractive in that object itself; 
but when we pretend to loveone object out 
of the policy of obtaining another object 
that attracts us,the second object is that 
which we love, not the first. And so when 
we feel dislike of any object, itis because 
there is something in that object itself which 
appears to us disagreeable ; but when we 
pretend to dislike one object out of policy 
to avoid another, it is the latter we dislike, 
not the former. Now, the very statement 
that a man really loves virtue and abhors 
vice ; yet that he does so, not because he 
perceives any thing attractive in virtue  it- 
self, nor disagreeable in vice itself, but be- 
cause he intends thereby to avoid endless 
punishment, is @ contradiction in terms...... 
Endless punishment is in fact what he dis- 
likes, and the release from it, what he loves; 
but virtue and vice are things, which, sepa- 
rately considered, he cares nothing about. 
And yet, you must acknowledge, this is al! 
the dislike of vice or love of virtue, which 
the threatenings of eternal torment can pro- 
duce, even when they are denounced a- 
gainst vicious affections instead of actions. 
So you perceive that whether you direct this 
fear against the actions, or against the af- 
| fections, it can operate only on the former; 
and must leave the latter just as it found 
them. ¥ 
But I will not leave this point to rest on 
mere argument or moral demonstration ; | 
will appeal to notorious facts. ‘Those whi 
_ are reformed or converted (as they imagine) 
_by the force of this fear, do unblushingly de- 
| clare that if they did not believe in an end- 
‘less hell for the wicked, they would give 
‘themselves unrestrained indulgence in all 
manner of iniquity! This is language that 
' you cannot mistake ; it bursts unawares from 
the fulness of hearts most deeply: in love 
with vice, that feel the very appearance of 
virtue a bondage they would gladly cast of, 
if they dared. Look here, Gentlemen, | 
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Wot from appropriate motives that directly | beseech you, and behold what the fear of 
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endiess torment actually produces : barely 
the appearance of virtue; amidst real, 
hearty detestation of it! Nor can I spare 
you entirely : you yourselves, almost toa 
man, as far as 1 am acquainted with you, 
strenuously contend, with the appearance of 
sincerity, that any system of religion which 
denies the doctrine of endless misery, does 
thereby destroy the chief motive to virtue, 
aiid principal restraint against sin ; and this 
is a positive indication that even you are not 
as yet conscious ofa sufficient motive in the 
nature of virtue to attract,nor in that of 
vice to repel, the human heart. 
cannot be supposed that you can be actu- 
ated by such a motive, so long as you are | 
thus ignorant of its very existence. 
( To be continued.) 








For the Gospel Advocate. 
THE DEVIL’S DOCTRINE. 
Mr. Editor, 

The indefatigable industry of the believ- 
ers and advocates of the doctrine of endless 
‘and unmerciful torments, in their opposition 
to universalism, is strikingly exemplified, in 
the assiduity with which they endeavor to 
propagate the idea, that the doctrine, “ that 
all men will be saved,” is the same as was 
taught by the devil in the Garden of Eden. 

Whenever they attempt a refutation of 
our doctrine, and fail to find their arguments 
supported by the bible, reason, or common 
sense, they raise the cry that “ universalism 
is the devil’s doctrine,” and that those who 
attempt to defend it or to preach it, are 
emissaries of his sable highness, armed with 
deception, and furnished with reasons which 
they stigmatize with the epithet, “ carnal ;” 
and would fain have us suppose that every 
word which is spoken in defence of the 
“restitution of all things,” proceeds from 

he bottomless pit. at 

Now it really appears to me, Mr. Editor, 
that universalists have no more to do with 
the devil than others; for many and a ma- 
jority of them, deny even that such a crea- 
ture exists; and all, (as far as I am ac- 
quainted) unite in saying, that let him be 
what he may, he shall be destroyed, to- 
gether with all his works. 

Although the idea, that the doctrine of 
tniversal salvation is the same as that 
preached by the devil to Eve, has been often 
and ably refuted, yet the frequent use of the 
accusation against us, will serve as an apo- 
logy for the following remarks. 

In Gen. ii. 17, we read thus, “ but of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou 
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Now, it, 
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eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” This 
is the declaration of God himself. The 4th 
verse of chap. iii. contains the devil’s doc- 
trine; “‘ And the serpent said unto the wo- 
man thou shalt not surely die.” The par- 
ties are now fairly at issue, and we shall 
contend, that God told the truth, and that 
| the devil told a lie. Now, the question is; 
do universalists preach God's doctrine, or 
ithe devil’s? Reader; you shall be the 
judge, and your neighbors the jury. We 
_will imagine that the Prisoner at the bar, 
is a universalist. Now let us ask him a few 
questions, and listen to his answers. 

Ques. Well, Mr. Universalist, what is the 
wages of sin? 

Ans. “The wages of sin is death :” all 
sinners die. 

Ques. What kind of death, is the wages 
of sin? 4 

Ans. Moral, or spiritual death, “I die 
daily.” —* I was alive without the law once, 
but when the commandment came sin re- 
vived and I died.” 

Ques. Is there no way for the sinner te 
escape this death ? 

Ans. No; he shall surely die. 

Ques. When? 

Ans. In the day he eateth thereof: 
“Behold, the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed in the earth: much more the wick- 
ed and the sinner. 

Ques. Shall all men be saved notwith- 
standing adi have sinned 3 and consequent- 
ly are dead in trespasses and sins? 

Ans. Yes, for “where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound, that as sin 
hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace geign through righteousness unto eter- 
nal life by Jesus Christ our Lord :” There- 
fore, “forasmuch then as the children are 
pariakers of flesh and blood, he (Christ) 
also himself likewise took part of the same ; 
that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is the 
devil; and deliver them who throuch fear 
of death were all the life-time subject to 
bondage.” 

Reader, the above is universalism :—does 
it sound like the devil’s doctrine ? We think 
not! ! 

Now let us bring to the tribunal of an en- 
lightened public, a gentleman, who, for the 
sake of brevity, we will call “ Orthodoxy,” 
let him be made to give answers to a few 
plain questions. 

Ques. Well, Mr. Orthodoxy, what is the 
wages of sin? 
Ans. Eternal, or endless death. 
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shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou 


Ques. Are all mankind sinners ? 










a ed 


a Be OOS Ce 62 oo. 


— 
= ae ~ *e 


svt 


i ie - 


Aly 
ae*k 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





Se 





ee 





Ans. Yes.—“ All have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.” 

Ques. Did God pronounce “ endless 
death,” as a punishment for sin, to our first 
parents in the Garden of Eden ¢ 

Ans. Yes, certainly. 

Ques. Do mankind receive a recompense 
in the earth for their iniquity ? 

Ans. No. The wicked enjoy more hap- 
piness in this life than the righteous ? 

Ques. Well then—if eternal damnation 
is the death mentioned in the bible ; and if 
sinners do not suffer this death, in this 
world; pray tell us if all men will not be 
surely damned in the next, to all eternity ? 

Ans. No, no ! if they repent before they 
leave this world, they shall escape this end- 
less death, and be taken to heaven, where | 
they shall sing the praise of God forever..... | 
Christ has suffered in their stead, so that 
they shall not be punished for their trans- 
gressions ! 

Ques. Then I must understand you to 
mean, that some part of mankind “ shall not 
surely die!’ 

Ans. Iwish not to be abused ! 

Reader, please make your own comments. 





Another Conversion in the Ministry. 

We learn from the Boston Universalist 
Magazine, that Mr. Eliphalet Case, of Ply- 
mouth, (Mass.) has renounced the doctrine ; 
of endless misery, and declared his belief in | 
that of the “restitution of all things.” He 
has been for some time, a preacher of the 
Methodist connexion ; and requests now to 
be admitted as a laborer in the vineyard of 
that God who is declared “the Saviour of 
all men.” We cordially wish him joy and 
peace in believing ; and humbly hope for | 
his success in the work of reconciliation. 





DIF D—At Hartland, Nia. co. July 24th, 
Mir. James B. Odell, aged 35 years. He has 
added his testimony to that of hundreds 
who have gone before him, that a belief in 
“God’s love to the world,” is sufficient to 
direct us inthe path of wisdom and conse- 
quent happiness through life ; and also that 
such belief affords support and consolation 
in thehour of death. But a few moments 
before his death, he was asked his opinion 
onthe momentous concerns of another world, | 
and replied ; “it will be well with me, and 
all the world of mankind.” 

At Hudson, Judge Hezekiah Dayton, an, 
old and respectable inhabitant of that place. 
In his death society at large have lost a 
friend, and the church of Universalists an 
able and zealous member. 





Angels proclaiming the Birth of Christ 
No war nor battle’s sound 
Was heard the world around $ 

No hostile chiefs to furious combat ran ; 
But peaceful was the night, 
In which the Prince of light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began. 


The shepherds on the lawn, 
Before the point of dawn, 
In social circle sat; while all around 
The gentle fleecy brood, 
Or cropp’d the flow’ry food, 
Or slept, or sported onthe verdant ground. 


When lo! with ravish’d ears, 
Each swain delighted hears 
Sweet music, offspring of no mortal hand : 
Divinely warbled voice, 
Answ’ring the stringed noise, 
With blissful rapture charm’d the list’ning 
band. 


They saw a glorious light 
Burst on their wondering sight, 

Harping in solemn choir, in robes array’d 
The helmed cherubim, 
And sworded seraphim, 

Are seen in glitt’ring ranks, with wines dis- 

played. by 
Sounds of so sweet a tone, 
Before were never known, 

But when of old the sons of morning sung 
While God dispos’d in air 
Each Constellation fair, 

And the well-balane’d world on hinges hung. 


Hail, hail, auspicious morn ! 
The Saviour Christ is born : 
(Such was th’ immortal seraph’s song sub. 
lime,) 
Glory to God in heav’n ! 
To man sweet peace be giv’n, 
Sweet peace and friendship to the end of 


time ! 
Milton altered by Rev. Dr. Gardiner. 
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